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ANISE

which becomes quite bushy and may
reach to a height of 18 inches. It pro-
duces umbels of white or yellow flow-
ers and, being bushy, makes a good
ground cover, particularly since it
grows well in shady places. The plant
produces rootstocks by which it
spreads over the ground rapidly.

There is one variety (variegatum],
which has white-margined leaves and
is attractive as a border plant.

Aegopodium grows well in a some-
what fertile, well-drained soil, but
needs moisture for rapid growth
where used as a ground cover. When
intended for flavoring, it is better if
grown in poorer soil where it will get
more sunshine. The plants can be
grown from seed by planting early in
the spring, but rootstocks, if obtain-
able, are much more satisfactory to
start a new planting. No pests are
known. The leaves are ready for
harvesting when full grown.

Agrimony

Agrimony (Agrimoma eupatoria},
a member of the Rose Family, grows
two to three feet tall and has clus-
ters of small yellow flowers. The
plants are grown for their leaves,
which have an aromatic., astringent
quality, often used by Europeans in
making a tonic tea. The plants will
grow on most any soil that is well
drained and contains sufficient lime.
They are best propagated from root-
stocks.

Anise

DESCRIPTION : Anise (Pimpinella
anisum] was introduced from the
Mediterranean countries, where it is
still gro\\Ti on a large scale for the
seed. Its cultivation is recorded pre-
vious to the Christian Era and it
probably had its origin in Asia Minor,

although the plant has net ern
found growing wild in any of the !o
caiities where it thrives. The Greeks
and Egyptians, who used the seed

as we do, for flavoring wines and sea-
soning foods, also grew the plant as a
potherb and considered the leaves to
be excellent in raw salads. In the
United States the seed is popular as
a condiment and is used as a source
of Oil of Anise, an aromatic, vola-
tile oil of agreeable odor and warm
sweetish taste, once widely used as a
medicine for stomach and kidney dis-
orders of babies.

TYPES AND VARIETIES : There is some
difference in the shape of seeds avail-
able through trade channels, but as
far as is known no attempt has been
made to subdivide the species into
definite varieties.

SOIL REQUIREMENTS: Anise requires
a fairly fertile soil, a fact which prob-
ably accounts for the absence of wild
Anise from uncultivated ground
where it would have to compete with
other plants. It will grow in any good
garden soil that is well drained and
contains an appreciable amount ol
organic matter. The soil should be
well limed for best results.